MILL HILL
NEWSLETTER

WELCOME TO THE MHu3a NEWSLETTER

We are slowly emerging from the worst strictures of the
COVID lockdown and, as you will see, Mill Hill u3a is slowly
springing back to life again.
In this Newsletter you will find the latest information on our
planned Talks, both via Zoom and increasingly ‘live’, some
hopes for new Interest Groups and the plans for more Outings
and Visits next year when more of us will feel able to venture
forth into the World again.
These Newsletters are rather ‘one-way traffic’ and it would be
very gratifying to hear back from our readership; so, if you
have any comments/suggestions/requests, please get in touch
at
enquiries@millhillu3a.co.uk
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FORTHCOMING MONTHLY TALKS:
(Talks begin at 2.00pm. unless shown otherwise )
Date

Speaker

Title

Info

18th Nov.
2021

David
Evans

“Normal
Service Will be
Resumed as
Soon as
Possible”

A Brief Look at British
Television, 1936 – 1955.
How British TV developed
from its early days to the
coming of commercial TV
in the 1950s.
This talk has been
provisionally arranged for
both in-person and Zoom
attendees. Meeting in St.
Michael’s Church, next to
Hartley Hall.

9th Dec.
2021

20th Jan.
2022

Ingrid
Sellman

A Festive
Meeting with
music and
refreshments,

Details to follow in a
later Newsletter.
Hendon Golf Club,
Ashley Walk, NW7 1DJ,
from 1.00 p.m to 4.00
p.m.

“Willesden
Jewish
Cemetery”

Many famous people have
been buried there.
Zoom and/or face-toface; venue to be
decided.

Please note that you will be sent emails announcing these talks with
a link to the Zoom meeting. In most cases, a recording of the talk
will be later available to watch online, for which, again, you will be
emailed the link.
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FORTHCOMING TALKS (CONT.):
Date

Speaker

Title

Info

17th Feb.
2022

Russell
Bowes

“Say it with
Poison”

Venue to be decided.

10th Mar.
2022

Paul
Barwick

“Murder on
Waterloo
Bridge”

Paul is returning as
requested to give
another espionage talk
that recounts the
incident when an exiled
Bulgarian writer was
stabbed with an
umbrella as he walked
across the bridge on his
way to the BBC.
Venue to be decided.

Please note that you will be sent emails announcing these talks with
a link to the Zoom meeting (if appropriate). In most cases, a
recording of the talk will be later available to watch online, for which,
again, you will be emailed the link.
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NEED A BIT OF CHEERING-UP?
TRY THESE FOR A SMALL CHUCKLE
“Why does it take me five minutes to walk
from my house to the pub and 35 minutes to
walk back? The difference is staggering”.
“A Scotsman on a skiing holiday in Canada
goes into a bar and asks the barman what
the stuffed animal is on the wall. “It’s a
moose,” the barman says. “My God,” says
the Scot, “how big are the cats round here?”

“There’s a new Satellite navigation device
for older people: not only does it tell you how
to get somewhere but it also tells you why
you wanted to go there in the first place.”
“Bob was surprised to hear from a close
friend that he had been a mime artist for
years. “Blimey,” he responded. “You kept
that quiet!”
“John asked his grandmother how she was
getting on with her new stairlift. “It’s driving
me up the wall!” she said.”
(Don’t blame me, I didn’t write them!)
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NEWS FROM THE INTEREST GROUPS
Interested in Beginners' Chess?
It has been suggested that we have a
beginners chess group, and we would like to
know how many people might be interested
in this. There is a nationwide u3a chess
network that supports new chess groups
and they have reported that such groups are
sociable, interactive and co-operative.
Chess helps improve memory,
comprehension, decision making and spatial
skills so altogether good for us, as well as
fun! If you are at all interested please
contact Barbara Lenton:

barbaralenton369@btinternet.com
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MORE NEWS FROM THE GROUPS
(CONT.)
Play reading
We are delighted to let you know that the
Play Reading group is ready to meet again.
Sessions will be Thursday afternoons, every
3 weeks. This is open to all and there is a
shortage of male readers, so if this group
appeals to you please contact :

Carole Abbey
caroleabbey@gmail.com
Tel : 0208 958 3985
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MORE NEWS FROM THE GROUPS
(CONT.)
OUTINGS ARE BACK!
The Outings Group is back with a vengeance. After a
successful visit to the Canary Wharf Financial district
in October, with 40 people attending, they have this
exciting programme of trips planned for 2022, with full
details shown on the Flyers below:
• Feb. – Vintners’ Hall.
• May – Wisley.
• June – Blenheim.
• July – Henry Moore.
Full details on how to book these outings are
shown on page 12.

THE TRAVEL GROUP IS BACK!
See page 13 for a guide to the programme of travel
visits that are planned for 2022 and beyond.
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MORE NEWS FROM THE GROUPS
YOUR FEBRUARY 2022 OUTING

THE VINTNERS’ HALL, EC4.
11.00 am on THURSDAY, 24th FEBRUARY, 2022.

Founded in 1363, the Vintners’ Company is one of the Twelve Great City of
London Livery Companies. Our 90-minute guided tour will reveal their colourful
history and long association with the wine industry, and the charitable work of the
Vintners’ Foundation for the poor, destitute and homeless in Greater London.
Do you know what Swan Upping is all about? Well, you will after this Outing!
COST: £12.50 per person. (Maximum 2 tickets).
BOOKING: opens at 9.00 am on MONDAY, 15th NOVEMBER, 2021
closes at 9.00 pm on Monday, 29th November.
NO BOOKINGS WILL BE ACCEPTED BEFORE 9.00 a.m. on 1st NOVEMBER.
APPLY TO: outingsbookings@millhillu3a.co.uk including the following info:

(1) Vintners’ Hall, 24 Feb 2022
(3)Tickets required (max 2) & total cost
(2) Your name / s and U3A Mem No / s
(4) A phone number for use on the day.
•

PAYMENT: Successful applicants will be emailed at the beginning

of December requesting payment by either BACs or Cheque.
Joining Instructions: details will be emailed out 7 -10 days before the Outing.
Members make their own way to the venue at 68 Upper Thames St, EC4V 3BG.
The nearest stations are Cannon St, Mansion House and Blackfriars.

The guides have been vaccinated and it is expected that members will
have had their vaccinations too.
PLEASE PUT THE BOOKING-DATE IN YOUR DIARY NOW !!!
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MORE NEWS FROM THE GROUPS
AN OUTING to R.H.S. WISLEY
with the SPRING CRAFT- FAYRE
on MONDAY, 2nd MAY, 2022.
Wisley is one of Britain’s most visited horticultural centres. The 240 acres was given
to the RHS in 1903 and is home to some of the largest plant collections in the world.

always offers a wonderful range of crafts and handicrafts.
Leaving at 9.15, a coach from Hartley Hall, Mill Hill, will take us to Wisley where we
will be free to explore the Gardens and Craft Fayre at our leisure. Leaving at 4.00,
we anticipate arriving back in Mill Hill around 5.30 - 6.00pm.
There are 5 cafes, pop-up food & drink outlets, a picnic area and an RHS shop!! 😊
COST: £28.00 to include return coach and admission to Wisley & Fayre
NOTE: RHS members & guests will pay only £15.00 for the coach element.
Booking: opens at 9.00 am on MONDAY, 7th FEBRUARY, 2022
and closes at 9.00 pm on MONDAY 21st FEBRUARY, 2022
NO BOOKINGS WILL BE ACCEPTED BEFORE 9.00am, Mon 7th Feb.
EMAIL: outingsbookings@millhillu3a.co.uk

including the following info:

[1] Wisley, 2nd May, 2022
[2] Your name/s & your U3A membership no /s
[3] Tickets required (Max 2) and total cost.
[4] Phone number for use on the day.
Payment: Successful applicants will be emailed, after the close of booking,

requesting payment by either BACs or Cheque.
Joining Instructions will be emailed out 7 -10 days before the outing.

N.B. The coach company requires passengers to have been fully
vaccinated and you will need to show proof of vaccination.
PLEASE PUT THE BOOKING-DATE IN YOUR DIARY NOW !
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MORE NEWS FROM THE GROUPS
YOUR JUNE 2022 OUTING IS TO

BLENHEIM PALACE AND GARDENS
on Monday, 27th June, 2022.

The birthplace of Sir Winston Churchill, Blenheim has one of the most extensive
collections of portraits, furniture, sculptures and tapestries in Europe. It has many
formal Gardens including the Water Terraces, Duke's Private Italian Garden, the
Secret Garden, a new Churchill Memorial Garden & the beautiful Rose Garden.
Hopefully, the weather will be warm enough for you to bring a picnic and eat in the
grounds but, failing that, there are four lunch options at Blenheim Palace from
café fare to smart dining.

Cost: £38.00 p/p which includes the return coach, individual audio guides and
admission to the Palace and the Gardens.
Booking opens at 9.00 am on Monday, 4th April, 2022.
and closes at 9.00 pm on Monday, 18th April, 2022.
NO BOOKINGS WILL BE ACCEPTED BEFORE THIS DATE.
EMAIL: outingsbookings@millhillu3a.co.uk

including the following info:

[1] Blenheim, 27th June, 2022
[2] Your name/s & your U3A membership no /s
[3] Tickets required (Max 2) and total cost.
[4] Phone number for use on the day.
Payment: Successful applicants will be emailed, after the close of

booking, requesting payment by either BACs or Cheque.
Joining Instructions will be sent to you 7 -10 days before the Outing
N.B. The coach company requires all passengers to have been doublevaccinated and you will need to show proof of vaccination.
PLEASE PUT THE BOOKING DATE IN YOUR DIARY.
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MORE NEWS FROM THE GROUPS
MHU3A’s OUTING FOR THURSDAY, 21stJULY, 2022.

THE HENRY MOORE FOUNDATION
A tour of Henry Moore, the sculptor's, former home Hoglands House and
Gardens. They are now an art gallery and a sculpture park which display
around 20 of Henry Moore's monumental bronzes.

A coach will pick us up outside Hartley Hall, Mill Hill, at 9.30, and return at
approx. 5.00 pm. The journey time is around 45-minutes each way.
COST: £28.50 for admission, return coach and welcome tea or coffee
LUNCH: details to follow but estimated at approx. £13.00 p/p
BOOKING:

opens at 9.00 am on TUESDAY, 3rd MAY 2022
closes at 9.00 pm on Tuesday, 17th MAY.

NO BOOKINGS WILL BE ACCEPTED BEFORE THIS DATE
APPLY TO: outingsbookings@millhillu3a.co.uk including the following info:
(1) Henry Moore. 21st July 2022
(2) Your name / s and U3A Mem no / s

(3) Number of tickets required (max 2) and total cost
(4) Phone number for use on the day

Payment: Successful applicants will be emailed, after the close of

booking, requesting payment by either BACs or Cheque.
Joining Instructions will be sent to you 7 -10 days before the Outing
N.B. The drivers and guides will have been vaccinated and it is
expected that members would have had their vaccinations too.
NOTE THE UNUSUAL DAY FOR BOOKING. TUESDAY, NOT MONDAY !
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MORE NEWS FROM THE GROUPS
OUTINGS (cont.)
HOW WILL I KNOW WHAT OUTINGS ARE
AVAILABLE?

Outings Flyers are displayed on the website,
with details of when and how to book:
https://millhillu3a.co.uk/group/outings/
HOW DO I BOOK?

Due to public demand, we will be taking
bookings by email in future. No more
queueing at Hartley Hall; in fact, we won’t
even have our “office” in Room 3 before the
monthly meetings anymore, we’re going
completely “on-line”.
BOOKINGS will open at the time and date

advertised on each Flyer and will be logged
in order of receipt. Applications should be
emailed to our new address:

outingsbookings@millhillu3a.co.uk
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MORE NEWS FROM THE GROUPS
THE ROUGH* GUIDE TO MHU3A TRAVEL 2022 / 2023
* (subject to change).
MONTH &
YEAR
th

25 April 2022

VENUE

NOTES

Coventry: City of Culture
2021/22, Stratford-uponAvon, The Cotswolds &
Compton Verney Gallery.

Travelling by Harry Shaw’s luxury
coach from Mill Hill. Awaiting
brochures.

North Yorkshire: York,
Harrogate, York, Whitby,
th
13 June 2022? Ripon and the stunning
Castle Howard

Harry Shaw’s luxury coach from Mill
Hill. Date to be confirmed

Oberammergau: Lake
Garda, Venice, Verona
and the wonderful
Oberammergau Passion
Play.

A small group, originally booked for
2020, travelling with Tailored Travel.

10th June 2022

The Spanish Basque
Region: Bilbao and The
Guggenheim, Guernica,
3rd Sept 2022? San Sebastian,
Laguardia & VitoriaGasteiz (the Basque
Capital).

Mid-May 2023

Sept 2023

By air and coach.
The itinerary is currently being
drawn-up. Date to be finalised
according to flights.

Scotland. Edinburgh,
Glasgow, Falkirk Wheel,
Trossachs, Pitlochry and
Whisky!

In early planning stages.

???? Northumberland,
Italy, Portugal, Madeira,
Crete, Ireland, Israel, The
Baltic States, Wales,
Western Sicily, Lake
District

Yet to be decided!
To discover the winner come to our
meeting on 7th February 2022.
Details of the meeting will be on the
website in January.
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MORE NEWS FROM THE GROUPS
(CONT.)
PLEASE NOTE THAT RECENTLY UPDATED
INFORMATION ON ALL OUR GROUPS MAY BE SEEN
ON OUR WEBSITE HERE:
HTTPS://MILLHILLU3A.CO.UK/GROUPS/
(COPY AND PASTE THIS ADDRESS INTO YOUR WEB BROWSER — IT IS SECURE!)

CONTRIBUTIONS TO OUR
NEWSLETTER & USEFUL TIPS FOR
OUR MEMBERS
We hope this page can become a regular feature for our
Newsletter. It is an opportunity for anyone to share what
they think is entertaining and could be helpful advice.
Please send any ‘contributions’ and ‘useful tips’ to:

enquiries@millhillu3a.co.uk

Mill Hill u3a — Newsletter No. 50, November 2021

Page no. 14

