
 

 

Minutes of the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF MILL HILL U3A 

THURSDAY 10 DECEMBER 2020 

Registered Charity No. 1170622 

AGENDA:  

1. Welcome from the Chair & Apologies for absence.  

Following the retirement of Dr Gill Simmons as Chair in June 2020, June Burton (Vice-

Chair) took over as acting Chair. June had sent her apologies as she was unable to attend 

today, so had asked Brenda Dresner (current MHU3a Secretary) to chair the AGM.  

Brenda welcomed the membership to this the first MHU3a AGM to be held as a zoom 

meeting due to the covid 19 restrictions we have been living with since March. 

There were no other apologies for absence.  

The meeting was declared quorate as there were 108 member’s devices logged on, with 

several being shared by two members. 1  

 

2. Approval of the Minutes of the 2019 AGM. (Available on website)  

Brenda announced that the draft Minutes Of The 2019 AGM had been approved by 

online and postal ballot. (255 people voted online of whom 217 completed the answers, 

3postal votes: 207 voted yes, 13 didn’t vote.) 

 

3. Chairman’s Report. (Appendix 1)  

Brenda Dresner read out June Burton’s report, in which she: 

• thanked Dr Gill Simmons who retired as Chair in June 2020 

• noted how this year was a very unusual one due to covid19. To minimise the risk of 

contracting the infection, the Internet was used as much as possible, and Zoom 

meetings came into our lives, enabling many groups to still function. 

• Monthly meetings were replaced by very popular fortnightly Zoom talks. Recordings 

enable members to watch later, and talks are scheduled until March 2021. 

• June thanked the many people who had supported MHu3a this year: especially 

Yvonne Hay as Groups co-ordinator, group leaders, Victor Brilliant for his IT 

knowledge and dedication helping both the fortnightly talks and groups to function 

by zoom, Richard Driscoll for keeping the membership informed of government 

guidelines, U3A Trust advice and their newsletter with jokes and puzzles, and all the 

other members of the Executive Committee for their support. 

• June also thanked the membership for sticking with MHU3a in this difficult year, and 

wished everyone a very merry festive season and happy and healthy New Year. 

 1With a membership of 976, a quorum comprises 98 members 



 

 

4. Treasurer’s Report & Financial Statements (Appendices 2 and 3) 

Warren Starr presented his report and the financial statements which had also been 

circulated and are available on the website. Although income was reduced due to the 

reduction in the subscription fee, this was planned as MHU3a had accrued excess funds in 

the previous 3years. MHU3a remains in a healthy financial position with assets of £23892. 

The Executive Committee proposes that MHU3a subscriptions should be reduced further to 

£8 next year, which should still enable MHU3a to break even in 2021.  

Warren announced that the membership had approved by online and postal voting (206 

yes, 2 no, 12 incomplete votes): 

a) the financial statements for the year ended March 2020 and examined accounts and 

b) that Mr. Jerry Michael of Baginsky Cohen should continue as Examiner of the 

accounts.  

Warren especially thanked Victor Brilliant for his invaluable help as membership secretary, 

running Beacon and his many other ad hoc matters which have been invaluable to him and 

the organisation. He wished him well in his retirement and welcomed Danny Jackson who 

has offered to take on those roles. 

 

5. Approval of the Executive Committee for 2020 – 2021  

There had been only one nomination for each post. Brenda Dresner announced that the 

membership had voted online (201 yes, 3 no) and by postal ballot (3 yes, 0 no) to accept the 

entire committee as follows (* designates returning committee members): 

Chair: Barbara Lenton 

Co-Vice-Chair: June Burton* 

Co-Vice-Chair: Ivor Gertler* 

Treasurer: Warren Starr* 

Secretary: Brenda Dresner* 

Membership Secretary: Danny Jackson 

On behalf of the existing committee welcomed Barbara Lenton and Danny Jackson to the 

team. 

Barbara thanked everyone for their support and stated that she is looking forward to getting 

to know more of the membership, was grateful that so many people are helping to support 

MHU3a and welcomes any ideas as to how we can grow stronger together as well as 

wanting to hear from any members who have concerns about how MHU3a is functioning! 

Danny Jackson thanked the membership for their support and is looking forward to working 

on the executive committee and building on the amazing work Victor has done for MHU3a. 

 

 



 

 

 

6. AOB. 

 

• Yvonne Hay encouraged members to look on the website, which is being updated by 

group leaders, to see which groups are still operating 

• Rochelle Paice thanked all the committee members and groups who have kept MHU3a 

going, especially for the fortnightly lectures and regular emails which keep everyone 

supported.  

• Robert Appleson wondered if we should reduce the AGM quorum from its current 10% 

of the membership to make it easier to be quorate. Ivor Gertler stated a reduction to 5% 

had previously been considered by the Executive Committee (EC). Victor Brilliant noted 

that reaching quorum had not been a concern for today’s meeting given that 108 

members devices had logged on with ~140participants. He cautioned that making the 

quorum too low could make it possible for an “ingroup” to control MHU3a, whereas we 

should be encouraging inclusion. It was proposed that this should be discussed further 

by the EC. 

• Brenda Dresner thanked Elaine Clutterbuck for taking the minutes, Victor Brilliant for his 

organisation of zoom meetings as well as work as membership secretary, and Dr Gill 

Simmons as past Chair who has been very kind and helpful. 

• Doris Waxman thanked Richard Driscoll for keeping the membership informed by his 

emails. 

• Mr Sounds, who takes telephone enquiries for MHU3a, asked if we are currently 

accepting new members who live outside NW7. Victor Brilliant confirmed that we can 

accept non-NW7 new members currently as total membership remains <1000. If 

membership rises >1000 then prospective non-NW7 applicants will go onto a waiting 

list. However, Victor reminded us that the reason for the limit of 1000 was because of 

concerns that attendance at the monthly meetings at Hartley Hall might exceed the 

Hall’s safe capacity. Given covid restrictions that is not currently a concern, so Victor 

asked that the EC should discuss this again if membership approaches 1000 in future. 

• Liz Driscoll thanked June Burton for stepping up as Chair in June 2020 and doing so well 

in the role and for organising the talks. Liz announced that the Travel and Outings groups 

do not propose to sell tickets at the monthly Hartley Hall meetings in future and 

wondered if that might affect attendance.  

 

 

Brenda Dresner thanked everyone for attending and formally closed the AGM. 

 
 
  



 

 

Appendix 1  Chairman’s Report 2020 

First of all I would like to thank Dr Gill Simmons, who was Chairman of Mill Hill U3A, from 

20th June 2019 until 18th June 2020, which was scheduled to be our AGM in Hartley Hall. Gill 

enjoyed being Chairman and was sad that the year ended as it did with Covid 19 preventing 

further Monthly Meetings from taking place as usual. She supports the committee and 

wishes us good fortune in the future. As I was Vice Chair I took over the role of Acting Chair 

on that date. 

This year has been a very unusual one. Our last Monthly Meeting was held on 12th March in 

St Michael’s Church, as Hartley Hall had accidentally been double booked.  Many people 

decided not to attend but we still had 70 members, who braved the weather and the fear of 

the unknown virus that was becoming more and more virulent. Soon after that the UK went 

into Lockdown.    

It was unprecedented in our lifetime for something like this to occur!  Everything changed! 

Life as we knew it suddenly ceased! Government restrictions stopped our Monthly Meetings 

and most of our Interest Groups taking place as well. Because we wanted to ensure no one 

in Mill Hill U3A risked contracting the virus we decided that we would conduct as much as 

possible by making use of the Internet. The Zoom platform, which very few of us had ever 

heard of, when it became apparent that Covid 19 was not going to go away soon, came into 

our lives. 

The Executive Committee decided that we would provide fortnightly talks on Thursday 

afternoons. The first one scheduled was by Pauline Martindale, who had spoken to us on 

two previous occasions in Hartley Hall. She was delighted to give her presentation of “Me 

and My Camera – from Vancouver to Niagara”. It was a great success. Over 150 members 

watched and enjoyed it. Since then fortnightly talks has followed, which have been well 

supported by members.  Most have been recorded to enable members to watch at a time of 

their choosing. Further regular fortnightly Zoom talks have been scheduled until March 

2021. I will continue organising them until it becomes feasible to meet again in Hartley Hall. 

Many interest groups have also continued to run regularly on a virtual basis, including Living 

Mindfully, Book Group, Book Appreciation, Digital Photography, Garden Visiting, Creative 

Writing, Collectors and Bridge. I would like to thank Yvonne Hay, Groups Co-ordinator for 

having regular Liaison Meetings with group leaders to help groups continue to function 

where possible.  I would also like to thank Victor Brilliant, whose IT knowledge and 

dedication has ensured the success of the regular fortnightly talks.  He has also helped 

group leaders with their interest groups. He has set up a pro-Zoom group, which Mill Hill 

U3A pay for, so that meetings can last longer than the free 40 minute session.   

My thanks also go to Richard Driscoll, who has, at my request, forwarded information to all 

members regarding government guidelines and the U3A Trust advice on how to keep safe. 

He has also sent regular amusing jokes and puzzles supplied by another U3A, whose editor is 

recovering from cancer. 



 

 

The other members of the Executive Committee, comprising of Brenda Dresner, Warren 

Starr and Ivor Gertler have been very supportive and competent.  We have kept in touch by 

email and phone. Many thanks to them.  Without them Mill Hill U3A would no longer 

function. Finally I would like to thank the membership for sticking with us and supporting 

the Mill Hill U3A during this very difficult year.  There are still approximately 960 members, 

which I feel is amazing. 

I would like to wish all of you a very merry festive season and a happy and healthy New 

Year. May 2021 be less stressful and challenging!     

 

June Burton (Acting Chair) November 2020 
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